CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTORY

ON the West of India, between the Gulfs of Kachh and
Cambay, the ancient and once famous country of Kathia-
wad projects peninsula-like into the Arabian Sea.
Kathiawad is the Holy Land of Western India, and from
the earliest times of which we have knowledge it was
" the country flowing with milk and honey " towards
which merchants from Arabia, Turkey, Northern Africa,
and South-Eastern Europe directed their ships and
acquired the wealth to be obtained from trade with the
Indies. To the Greeks and Romans the country was
known as " Saurastrene," and its present name is of
very recent origin. " Saurashtra," the Good Country,
which was the name by which it was known all through
the ages, in the middle of the eighteenth century gave
place to the present appellation. For this the Marathas
are responsible, for they re-named the country after the
tribe from which they experienced the strongest opposi-
tion when engaged in plundering expeditions. The Kathis
themselves are a comparatively recent importation, who
settled in Saurashtra in the fifteenth century after having
been driven out of Kachh. The Mahomedan con-
querors shortened the name to the Prakritized " Sorath,"
and the Southernmost of the four districts into which the
country is now divided still retains that name. But
learned inhabitants still apply the name "Saurashtra"
to the whole province.

It was only in A.D. 1808 that the British Government
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